
ا÷ريدة الر�سمية العدد )992(

Convention on Wetlands of International Importance

 especially as Waterfowl Habitat

Ramsar, 2.2.1971

as amended by the Paris Protocol of 3.12.1982

and the Regina Amendments of 28.5.1987

The Contracting Parties,

Recognizing the interdependence of Man and his environment;

Considering the fundamental ecological functions of wetlands as regulators 

RI�ZDWHU�UHJLPHV�DQG�DV�KDELWDWV�VXSSRUWLQJ�D�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�ÀRUD�DQG�IDXQD��

especially waterfowl;

Being convinced that wetlands constitute a resource of great economic, cultural, 

VFLHQWL¿F�DQG�UHFUHDWLRQDO�YDOXH��WKH�ORVV�RI�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�EH�LUUHSDUDEOH�

Desiring to stem the progressive encroachment on and loss of wetlands now 

and in the future;

Recognizing that waterfowl in their seasonal migrations may transcend frontiers 

and so should be regarded as an international resource;

%HLQJ� FRQ¿GHQW� WKDW� WKH� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� RI�ZHWODQGV� DQG� WKHLU� ÀRUD� DQG� IDXQD�

can be ensured by combining far-sighted national policies with co-ordinated 

international action;

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
1. For the purpose of this Convention wetlands are areas of marsh, fen, peatland 

RU�ZDWHU��ZKHWKHU�QDWXUDO�RU�DUWL¿FLDO��SHUPDQHQW�RU� WHPSRUDU\��ZLWK�ZDWHU�

WKDW� LV�VWDWLF�RU�ÀRZLQJ�� IUHVK��EUDFNLVK�RU�VDOW�� LQFOXGLQJ�DUHDV�RI�PDULQH�

water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six metres.

2. For the purpose of this Convention waterfowl are birds ecologically dependent 

on wetlands.
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Article 2
1. Each Contracting Party shall designate suitable wetlands within its territory 

for inclusion in a List of Wetlands of International Importance, hereinafter 

referred to as "the List" which is maintained by the bureau established under 

Article 8. The boundaries of each wetland shall be precisely described and 

also delimited on a map and they may incorporate riparian and coastal zones 

adjacent to the wetlands, and islands or bodies of marine water deeper than 

six metres at low tide lying within the wetlands, especially where these have 

importance as waterfowl habitat.

2. Wetlands should be selected for the List on account of their international 

VLJQL¿FDQFH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�HFRORJ\��ERWDQ\��]RRORJ\��OLPQRORJ\�RU�K\GURORJ\��,Q�

WKH�¿UVW� LQVWDQFH�ZHWODQGV�RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� LPSRUWDQFH�WR�ZDWHUIRZO�DW�DQ\�

season should be included.

3. The inclusion of a wetland in the List does not prejudice the exclusive 

sovereign rights of the Contracting Party in whose territory the wetland is 

situated.

4. Each Contracting Party shall designate at least one wetland to be included 

in the List when signing this Convention or when depositing its instrument 

RI�UDWL¿FDWLRQ�RU�DFFHVVLRQ��DV�SURYLGHG�LQ�$UWLFOH���

5. Any Contracting Party shall have the right to add to the List further wetlands 

situated within its territory, to extend the boundaries of those wetlands 

already included by it in the List, or, because of its urgent national interests, 

to delete or restrict the boundaries of wetlands already included by it in 

the List and shall, at the earliest possible time, inform the organization or 

government responsible IRU�WKH�FRQWLQXLQJ�EXUHDX�GXWLHV�VSHFL¿HG�LQ�$UWLFOH�

8 of any such changes.

6. Each Contracting Party shall consider its international responsibilities for the 

FRQVHUYDWLRQ��PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�ZLVH�XVH�RI�PLJUDWRU\�VWRFNV�RI�ZDWHUIRZO��

both when designating entries for the List and when exercising its right to 

change entries in the List relating to wetlands within its territory.
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Article 3

1. The Contracting Parties shall formulate and implement their planning so as 

to promote the conservation of the wetlands included in the List, and as far 

as possible the wise use of wetlands in their territory.

2. Each Contracting Party shall arrange to be informed at the earliest possible 

time if the ecological character of any wetland in its territory and included 

LQ� WKH� /LVW� KDV� FKDQJHG�� LV� FKDQJLQJ� RU� LV� OLNHO\� WR� FKDQJH� DV� WKH� UHVXOW�

of technological developments, pollution or other human interference. 

Information on such changes shall be passed without delay to the 

organization or government responsible for the continuing bureau duties 

VSHFL¿HG�LQ�$UWLFOH���

Article 4

1. Each Contracting Party shall promote the conservation of wetlands and 

waterfowl by establishing nature reserves on wetlands, whether they are 

included in the List or not, and provide adequately for their wardening.

2. Where a Contracting Party in its urgent national interest, deletes or restricts 

the boundaries of a wetland included in the List, it should as far as possible 

compensate for any loss of wetland resources, and in particular it should 

create additional nature reserves for waterfowl and for the protection, either 

in the same area or elsewhere, of an adequate portion of the original habitat.

3. The Contracting Parties shall encourage research and the exchange of data 

DQG�SXEOLFDWLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�ZHWODQGV�DQG�WKHLU�ÀRUD�DQG�IDXQD�

4. The Contracting Parties shall endeavour through management to increase 

waterfowl populations on appropriate wetlands.

5. The Contracting Parties shall promote the training of personnel competent in 

WKH�¿HOGV�RI�ZHWODQG�UHVHDUFK��PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�ZDUGHQLQJ�
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Article 5
The Contracting Parties shall consult with each other about implementing 
obligations arising from the Convention especially in the case of a wetland 
extending over the territories of more than one Contracting Party or where 
a water system is shared by Contracting Parties. They shall at the same 
time endeavour to co-ordinate and support present and future policies and 
UHJXODWLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�ZHWODQGV�DQG�WKHLU�ÀRUD�DQG�IDXQD�

Article 6
1. There shall be established a Conference of the Contracting Parties to review 

and promote the implementation of this Convention. The Bureau referred to 
in Article 8, paragraph 1, shall convene ordinary meetings of the Conference 
of the Contracting Parties at intervals of not more than three years, unless 
the Conference decides otherwise, and extraordinary meetings at the written 
requests of at least one third of the Contracting Parties. Each ordinary 
meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties shall determine the 
time and venue of the next ordinary meeting.

2. The Conference of the Contracting Parties shall be competent:

(a)  to discuss the implementation of this Convention;

(b)  to discuss additions to and changes in the List;

(c) to consider information regarding changes in the ecological character of 
wetlands included in the List provided in accordance with paragraph 2 
of Article 3;

�G��WR�PDNH�JHQHUDO�RU�VSHFL¿F�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WR�WKH�&RQWUDFWLQJ�3DUWLHV�
regarding the conservation, management and wise use of wetlands and 
WKHLU�ÀRUD�DQG�IDXQD�

(e) to request relevant international bodies to prepare reports and statistics 
on matters which are essentially international in character affecting 
wetlands;

(f) to adopt other recommendations, or resolutions, to promote the functioning 
of this Convention.
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3. The Contracting Parties shall ensure that those responsible at all levels for 

ZHWODQGV�PDQDJHPHQW� VKDOO� EH� LQIRUPHG�RI�� DQG� WDNH� LQWR� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��

recommendations of such Conferences concerning the conservation, 

PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�ZLVH�XVH�RI�ZHWODQGV�DQG�WKHLU�ÀRUD�DQG�IDXQD�

4. The Conference of the Contracting Parties shall adopt rules of procedure for 

each of its meetings.

���7KH�&RQIHUHQFH�RI�WKH�&RQWUDFWLQJ�3DUWLHV�VKDOO�HVWDEOLVK�DQG�NHHS�XQGHU�

UHYLHZ�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�UHJXODWLRQV�RI�WKLV�&RQYHQWLRQ��$W�HDFK�RI� LWV�RUGLQDU\�

PHHWLQJV�� LW�VKDOO�DGRSW� WKH�EXGJHW� IRU� WKH�QH[W�¿QDQFLDO�SHULRG�E\�D�WZR�

thirds majority of Contracting Parties present and voting.

6. Each Contracting Party shall contribute to the budget according to a scale of 

contributions adopted by unanimity of the Contracting Parties present and 

voting at a meeting of the ordinary Conference of the Contracting Parties.

Article 7

1. The representatives of the Contracting Parties at such Conferences should 

include persons who are experts on wetlands or waterfowl by reason of 

NQRZOHGJH� DQG� H[SHULHQFH� JDLQHG� LQ� VFLHQWL¿F�� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� RU� RWKHU�

appropriate capacities.

2. Each of the Contracting Parties represented at a Conference shall have 

one vote, recommendations, resolutions and decisions being adopted by 

a simple majority of the Contracting Parties present and voting, unless 

otherwise provided for in this Convention.

Article 8

1. The International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 

shall perform the continuing bureau duties under this Convention until such 

time as another organization or government is appointed by a majority of 

two-thirds of all Contracting Parties.
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2. The continuing bureau duties shall be, inter alia:

(a) WR�DVVLVW� LQ� WKH�FRQYHQLQJ�DQG�RUJDQL]LQJ�RI�&RQIHUHQFHV�VSHFL¿HG� LQ�

Article 6;

(b) to maintain the List of Wetlands of International Importance and to 

be informed by the Contracting Parties of any additions, extensions, 

deletions or restrictions concerning wetlands included in the List provided 

in accordance with paragraph 5 of Article 2;

(c) to be informed by the Contracting Parties of any changes in the ecological 

character of wetlands included in the List provided in accordance with 

paragraph 2 of Article 3;

�G��WR�IRUZDUG�QRWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�DQ\�DOWHUDWLRQV�WR�WKH�/LVW��RU�FKDQJHV�LQ�FKDUDFWHU�

of wetlands included therein, to all Contracting Parties and to arrange 

for these matters to be discussed at the next Conference;

(e) WR�PDNH�NQRZQ�WR�WKH�&RQWUDFWLQJ�3DUW\�FRQFHUQHG��WKH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�

of the Conferences in respect of such alterations to the List or of changes 

in the character of wetlands included therein.

Article 9
���7KLV�&RQYHQWLRQ�VKDOO�UHPDLQ�RSHQ�IRU�VLJQDWXUH�LQGH¿QLWHO\�

2. Any member of the United Nations or of one of the Specialized Agencies 

or of the International Atomic Energy Agency or Party to the Statute of the 

International Court of Justice may become a Party to this Convention by:

(D��VLJQDWXUH�ZLWKRXW�UHVHUYDWLRQ�DV�WR�UDWL¿FDWLRQ�

�E��VLJQDWXUH�VXEMHFW�WR�UDWL¿FDWLRQ�IROORZHG�E\�UDWL¿FDWLRQ�

(c) accession.

���5DWL¿FDWLRQ�RU�DFFHVVLRQ�VKDOO�EH�HIIHFWHG�E\�WKH�GHSRVLW�RI�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�

RI�UDWL¿FDWLRQ�RU�DFFHVVLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�'LUHFWRU�*HQHUDO�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�

(GXFDWLRQDO��6FLHQWL¿F�DQG�&XOWXUDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQ��KHUHLQDIWHU�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�

"the Depositary").
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Article 10
1. This Convention shall enter into force four months after seven States have 

become Parties to this Convention in accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 9.

2. Thereafter this Convention shall enter into force for each Contracting Party 
IRXU�PRQWKV�DIWHU�WKH�GD\�RI�LWV�VLJQDWXUH�ZLWKRXW�UHVHUYDWLRQ�DV�WR�UDWL¿FDWLRQ��
RU�LWV�GHSRVLW�RI�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�RI�UDWL¿FDWLRQ�RU�DFFHVVLRQ�

Article 10 bis
1. This Convention may be amended at a meeting of the Contracting Parties 

convened for that purpose in accordance with this article.

2. Proposals for amendment may be made by any Contracting Party.

3. The text of any proposed amendment and the reasons for it shall be 
communicated to the organization or government performing the continuing 
bureau duties under the Convention (hereinafter referred to as "the Bureau") 
and shall promptly be communicated by the Bureau to all Contracting Parties. 
Any comments on the text by the Contracting Parties shall be communicated 
to the Bureau within three months of the date on which the amendments were 
communicated to the Contracting Parties by the Bureau. The Bureau shall, 
immediately after the last day for submission of comments, communicate to 
the Contracting Parties all comments submitted by that day.

4. A meeting of Contracting Parties to consider an amendment communicated 
in accordance with paragraph 3 shall be convened by the Bureau upon the 
written request of one third of the Contracting Parties. The Bureau shall 
consult the Parties concerning the time and venue of the meeting.

5. Amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of the Contracting 
Parties present and voting.

6. An amendment adopted shall enter into force for the Contracting Parties 
ZKLFK�KDYH�DFFHSWHG�LW�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�GD\�RI�WKH�IRXUWK�PRQWK�IROORZLQJ�WKH�GDWH�
on which two thirds of the Contracting Parties have deposited an instrument 
of acceptance with the Depositary. For each Contracting Party which 
deposits an instrument of acceptance after the date on which two thirds 
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of the Contracting Parties have deposited an instrument of acceptance, 
WKH�DPHQGPHQW�VKDOO�HQWHU� LQWR� IRUFH�RQ� WKH�¿UVW�GD\�RI� WKH� IRXUWK�PRQWK�
following the date of the deposit of its instrument of acceptance.

Article 11
���7KLV�&RQYHQWLRQ�VKDOO�FRQWLQXH�LQ�IRUFH�IRU�DQ�LQGH¿QLWH�SHULRG�

���$Q\�&RQWUDFWLQJ�3DUW\�PD\�GHQRXQFH�WKLV�&RQYHQWLRQ�DIWHU�D�SHULRG�RI�¿YH�
years from the date on which it entered into force for that party by giving 
ZULWWHQ�QRWLFH�WKHUHRI�WR�WKH�'HSRVLWDU\��'HQXQFLDWLRQ�VKDOO�WDNH�HIIHFW�IRXU�
months after the day on which notice thereof is received by the Depositary.

Article 12
1. The Depositary shall inform all States that have signed and acceded to this 

Convention as soon as possible of:

(a) signatures to the Convention;

�E��GHSRVLWV�RI�LQVWUXPHQWV�RI�UDWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�&RQYHQWLRQ�

(c) deposits of instruments of accession to this Convention;

(d) the date of entry into force of this Convention;

�H��QRWL¿FDWLRQV�RI�GHQXQFLDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�&RQYHQWLRQ�

2. When this Convention has entered into force, the Depositary shall have it 
registered with the Secretariat of the United Nations in accordance with 
Article 102 of the Charter.

,1�:,71(66�:+(5(2)��WKH�XQGHUVLJQHG��EHLQJ�GXO\�DXWKRUL]HG�WR�WKDW�HIIHFW��
have signed this Convention.
'21(�DW�5DPVDU� WKLV��QG�GD\�RI�)HEUXDU\������� LQ�D� VLQJOH�RULJLQDO� LQ� WKH�
(QJOLVK�� )UHQFK�� *HUPDQ� DQG� 5XVVLDQ� ODQJXDJHV�� DOO� WH[WV� EHLQJ� HTXDOO\�
authentic * which shall be deposited with the Depositary which shall send true 
copies thereof to all Contracting Parties.

* Pursuant to the Final Act of the Conference to conclude the Protocol, the Depositary provided the 
VHFRQG�&RQIHUHQFH�RI�WKH�&RQWUDFWLQJ�3DUWLHV�ZLWK�RI¿FLDO�YHUVLRQV�RI�WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�LQ�WKH�$UDELF��
&KLQHVH�DQG�6SDQLVK�ODQJXDJHV��SUHSDUHG�LQ�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�ZLWK�LQWHUHVWHG�*RYHUQPHQWV�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�
assistance of the Bureau.
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