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AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SULTANATE OF OMAN
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN
FOR THE AVOIDANCE OF DOUBLE TAXATION
AND THE PREVENTION OF FISCAL EVASION
WITH RESPECT TO TAXES ON INCOME

The Government of the Sultanate of Oman and the Government of Japan,
Desiring to conclude an Agreement for the avoidance of double taxation
and the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income,
Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
Persons Covered

This Agreement shall apply to persons who are residents of one or both of
the Contracting States.

Article 2
Taxes Covered

1 - This Agreement shall apply to the following taxes:

a - in the case of Japan:
1- the income tax;
11 - the corporation tax;
111 - the special income tax for reconstruction;
1v - the special corporation tax for reconstruction; and
v - the local inhabitant taxes

(hereinafter referred to as “Japanese tax”); and
b - in the case of the Sultanate of Oman:

the income tax (hereinafter referred to as “Omani tax™).
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2 - This Agreement shall apply also to any identical or substantially similar
taxes that are imposed after the date of signature of the Agreement
in addition to, or in place of, those referred to in paragraph (1). The
competent authorities of the Contracting States shall notify each other of
any significant changes that have been made in their respective taxation
laws, within a reasonable period of time after such changes.

Article 3
General Definitions

1 -For the purposes of this Agreement, unless the context otherwise
requires:

a - the term “Japan”, when used in a geographical sense, means all the
territory of Japan, including its territorial sea, in which the laws
relating to Japanese tax are in force, and all the area beyond its
territorial sea, including the seabed and subsoil thereof, over which
Japan has sovereign rights in accordance with international law
and in which the laws relating to Japanese tax are in force;

b -the term “Sultanate of Oman” means the territory of the Sultanate
of Oman and the islands belonging thereto, including the territorial
waters and any area outside the territorial waters over which the
Sultanate of Oman may, in accordance with international law and
the laws of the Sultanate of Oman, exercise sovereign rights with
respect to the exploration and exploitation of the natural resources
of the seabed and the subsoil and the superjacent waters;

¢ - the terms ““a Contracting State” and “the other Contracting State”
mean the Sultanate of Oman or Japan, as the context requires;

d -the term “tax” means Omani tax or Japanese tax, as the context
requires;

e - the term “person” includes an individual, a company and any other
body of persons;

f - the term “company” means any body corporate or any entity that is
treated as a body corporate for tax purposes;
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g -the terms “enterprise of a Contracting State” and “enterprise of the
other Contracting State” mean respectively an enterprise carried on
by a resident of a Contracting State and an enterprise carried on by
a resident of the other Contracting State;

h -the term “international traffic” means any transport by a ship or
aircraft operated by an enterprise of a Contracting State, except
when the ship or aircraft is operated solely between places in the
other Contracting State;

1 - the term “national” means:

1- in the case of Japan, any individual possessing the nationality
of Japan, any juridical person created or organised under the
laws of Japan and any organisation without juridical personality
treated for the purposes of Japanese tax as a juridical person
created or organised under the laws of Japan; and

i1 -1n the case of the Sultanate of Oman, any individual possessing
the nationality of the Sultanate of Oman and any legal person,
partnership or association deriving its status as such from the
laws in force in the Sultanate of Oman; and

J -the term “competent authority” means:

1 - in the case of Japan, the Minister of Finance or his authorised
representative; and

i1 -in the case of the Sultanate of Oman, the Ministry of Finance
or its authorised representative.

2 - Asregards the application of this Agreement at any time by a Contracting
State, any term not defined therein shall, unless the context otherwise
requires, have the meaning that it has at that time under the laws of that
Contracting State for the purposes of the taxes to which the Agreement
applies, any meaning under the applicable tax laws of that Contracting
State prevailing over a meaning given to the term under other laws of
that Contracting State.
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Article 4
Resident

1- For the purposes of this Agreement, the term “resident of a Contracting
State” means any person who, under the laws of that Contracting State,
is liable to tax therein by reason of his domicile, residence, place of
incorporation, place of head or main office or any other criterion of a
similar nature, and also includes that Contracting State and any political
subdivision or local authority thereof. This term, however, does not
include any person who is liable to tax in that Contracting State in
respect only of income from sources in that Contracting State.

2 - Where by reason of the provisions of paragraph (1) an individual is a
resident of both Contracting States, then his status shall be determined
as follows:

a - he shall be deemed to be a resident only of the Contracting State
in which he has a permanent home available to him; if he has a
permanent home available to him in both Contracting States, he
shall be deemed to be a resident only of the Contracting State with
which his personal and economic relations are closer (centre of
vital interests);

b -if the Contracting State in which he has his centre of vital interests
cannot be determined, or if he has not a permanent home available
to him in either Contracting State, he shall be deemed to be a
resident only of the Contracting State in which he has an habitual
abode;

c - if he has an habitual abode in both Contracting States or in neither
of them, he shall be deemed to be a resident only of the Contracting
State of which he is a national;

d -if his status cannot be determined in accordance with the provisions
of subparagraphs (a) to (c), the competent authorities of the
Contracting States shall settle the question by mutual agreement.
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3 - Where by reason of the provisions of paragraph (1) a person other than
an individual is a resident of both Contracting States, then it shall be
deemed to be a resident only of the Contracting State in which its place
of head or main office is situated.

Article 5
Permanent Establishment

1- For the purposes of this Agreement, the term “permanent establishment”
means a fixed place of business through which the business of an
enterprise is wholly or partly carried on.

2 - The term “permanent establishment” includes especially:
a - a place of management;
b -a branch;
¢ - an office;
d -a factory;
e - a workshop; and
f - a mine, an oil or gas well, a quarry or any other place of extraction
of natural resources.

3 -The term “permanent establishment” also encompasses a building site,
a construction, assembly or installation project or supervisory activities
in connection therewith, but only if such site, project or activities last
more than nine months.

4 -Notwithstanding the preceding provisions of this Article, the term
“permanent establishment” shall be deemed not to include:

a - the use of facilities solely for the purpose of storage, display or
delivery of goods or merchandise belonging to the enterprise;

b - the maintenance of a stock of goods or merchandise belonging to
the enterprise solely for the purpose of storage, display or delivery;

¢ - the maintenance of a stock of goods or merchandise belonging
to the enterprise solely for the purpose of processing by another
enterprise;
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d - the maintenance of a fixed place of business solely for the purpose
of purchasing goods or merchandise or of collecting information,
for the enterprise;

e - the maintenance of a fixed place of business solely for the purpose
of carrying on, for the enterprise, any other activity of a preparatory
or auxiliary character;

f - the maintenance of a fixed place of business solely for any
combination of activities mentioned in subparagraphs (a) to (e),
provided that the overall activity of the fixed place of business
resulting from this combination is of a preparatory or auxiliary
character.

5 - Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2), where a person
- other than an agent of an independent status to whom the provisions
of paragraph (6) apply - is acting on behalf of an enterprise and has, and
habitually exercises, in a Contracting State an authority to conclude
contracts in the name of the enterprise, that enterprise shall be deemed
to have a permanent establishment in that Contracting State in respect
of any activities which that person undertakes for the enterprise, unless
the activities of such person are limited to those mentioned in paragraph
(4) which, if exercised through a fixed place of business, would not
make this fixed place of business a permanent establishment under the
provisions of that paragraph.

6 - An enterprise shall not be deemed to have a permanent establishment
in a Contracting State merely because it carries on business in that
Contracting State through a broker, general commission agent or any
other agent of an independent status, provided that such persons are
acting in the ordinary course of their business.

7 -The fact that a company which is a resident of a Contracting State
controls or is controlled by a company which is a resident of the other
Contracting State, or which carries on business in that other Contracting
State (whether through a permanent establishment or otherwise), shall
not of itself constitute either company a permanent establishment of the
other.
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Article 6
Income from Immovable Property

1- Income derived by a resident of a Contracting State from immovable
property (including income from agriculture or forestry) situated in the
other Contracting State may be taxed in that other Contracting State.

2 -The term “immovable property” shall have the meaning which it has
under the laws of the Contracting State in which the property in question
is situated. The term shall in any case include property accessory to
immovable property, livestock and equipment used in agriculture and
forestry, rights to which the provisions of general law respecting landed
property apply, usufruct of immovable property and rights to variable or
fixed payments as consideration for the working of, or the right to work,
mineral deposits, sources and other natural resources; ships and aircraft
shall not be regarded as immovable property.

3 - The provisions of paragraph (1) shall apply to income derived from the
direct use, letting, or use in any other form of immovable property.

4 -The provisions of paragraphs (1) and (3) shall also apply to the
income from immovable property of an enterprise and to income from
immovable property used for the performance of independent personal
services.

Article 7
Business Profits

1- The profits of an enterprise of a Contracting State shall be taxable only
in that Contracting State unless the enterprise carries on business in
the other Contracting State through a permanent establishment situated
therein. If the enterprise carries on business as aforesaid, the profits of
the enterprise may be taxed in that other Contracting State but only so
much of them as is attributable to that permanent establishment.

2 -Subject to the provisions of paragraph (3), where an enterprise of a
Contracting State carries on business in the other Contracting State
through a permanent establishment situated therein, there shall in each
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Contracting State be attributed to that permanent establishment the
profits which it might be expected to make if it were a distinct and
separate enterprise engaged in the same or similar activities under the
same or similar conditions and dealing wholly independently with the
enterprise of which it is a permanent establishment.

3 -In determining the profits of a permanent establishment, there shall be
allowed as deductions expenses which are incurred for the purposes
of the permanent establishment, including executive and general
administrative expenses so incurred, whether in the Contracting State
in which the permanent establishment is situated or elsewhere.

4 -No profits shall be attributed to a permanent establishment by reason
of the mere purchase by that permanent establishment of goods or
merchandise for the enterprise.

5 -For the purposes of the preceding paragraphs of this Article, the profits
to be attributed to the permanent establishment shall be determined by
the same method year by year unless there is good and sufficient reason
to the contrary.

6 - Where profits include items of income which are dealt with separately
in other Articles of this Agreement, then the provisions of those Articles
shall not be affected by the provisions of this Article.

Article 8
Shipping and Air Transport

1 -Profits from the operation of ships or aircraft in international traffic
carried on by an enterprise of a Contracting State shall be taxable only
in that Contracting State.

2 -Notwithstanding the provisions of Article (2), where an enterprise
of a Contracting State carries on the operation of ships or aircraft in
international traffic, that enterprise, if an enterprise of the Sultanate
of Oman, shall be exempt from the enterprise tax of Japan, and, if an
enterprise of Japan, shall be exempt from any tax similar to the enterprise
tax of Japan which may hereafter be imposed in the Sultanate of Oman.
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3 -The provisions of the preceding paragraphs of this Article shall also
apply to profits from the participation in a pool, a joint business or an
international operating agency.

Article 9
Associated Enterprises

1. Where

a - an enterprise of a Contracting State participates directly or indirectly
in the management, control or capital of an enterprise of the other
Contracting State, or

b -the same persons participate directly or indirectly in the management,
control or capital of an enterprise of a Contracting State and an
enterprise of the other Contracting State,

and in either case conditions are made or imposed between the two
enterprises in their commercial or financial relations which differ from
those which would be made between independent enterprises, then any
profits which would, but for those conditions, have accrued to one of
the enterprises, but, by reason of those conditions, have not so accrued,
may be included in the profits of that enterprise and taxed accordingly.

2 -Where a Contracting State includes, in accordance with the provisions
of paragraph (1), in the profits of an enterprise of that Contracting State
- and taxes accordingly - profits on which an enterprise of the other
Contracting State has been charged to tax in that other Contracting State
and where the competent authorities of the Contracting States agree,
upon consultation, that all or part of the profits so included are profits
which would have accrued to the enterprise of the first-mentioned
Contracting State if the conditions made between the two enterprises
had been those which would have been made between independent
enterprises, then that other Contracting State shall make an appropriate
adjustment to the amount of the tax charged therein on those agreed
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profits. In determining such adjustment, due regard shall be had to the
other provisions of this Agreement.

3 -Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1), a Contracting State
shall not change the profits of an enterprise of that Contracting State in
the circumstances referred to in that paragraph after ten years from the
end of the taxable year in which the profits that would be subjected to
such change would, but for the conditions referred to in that paragraph,
have accrued to that enterprise. The provisions of this paragraph shall
not apply in the case of fraud or wilful default.

Article 10
Dividends

1 -Dividends paid by a company which is a resident of a Contracting State
to a resident of the other Contracting State may be taxed in that other
Contracting State.

2 -However, such dividends may also be taxed in the Contracting State of
which the company paying the dividends is a resident and according
to the laws of that Contracting State, but if the beneficial owner of the
dividends is a resident of the other Contracting State, the tax so charged
shall not exceed:

a -five per cent (5%) of the gross amount of the dividends if the
beneficial owner is a company that has owned directly or indirectly,
for the period of six months ending on the date on which entitlement
to the dividends is determined, at least ten per cent (10%) of the
voting shares of the company paying the dividends; or

b -ten per cent (10%) of the gross amount of the dividends in all other
cases.

This paragraph shall not affect the taxation of the company in respect of
the profits out of which the dividends are paid.

3 -The provisions of subparagraph (a) of paragraph (2) shall not apply in
the case of dividends paid by a company which is entitled to a deduction
for dividends paid to its beneficiaries in computing its taxable income
in Japan.
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4 -The term “dividends” as used in this Article means income from shares
or other rights, not being debt-claims, participating in profits, as well
as income which is subjected to the same taxation treatment as income
from shares by the tax laws of the Contracting State of which the
company making the distribution is a resident.

5 - The provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) shall not apply if the beneficial
owner of the dividends, being a resident of a Contracting State, carries
on business in the other Contracting State of which the company
paying the dividends is a resident through a permanent establishment
situated therein, or performs in that other Contracting State independent
personal services from a fixed base situated therein, and the holding in
respect of which the dividends are paid is effectively connected with
such permanent establishment or fixed base. In such case the provisions
of Article (7) or (14), as the case may be, shall apply.

6 - Where acompany which is aresident of a Contracting State derives profits
or income from the other Contracting State, that other Contracting State
may not impose any tax on the dividends paid by the company, except
insofar as such dividends are paid to a resident of that other Contracting
State or insofar as the holding in respect of which the dividends are
paid is effectively connected with a permanent establishment or a fixed
base situated in that other Contracting State, nor subject the company’s
undistributed profits to a tax on the company’s undistributed profits,
even if the dividends paid or the undistributed profits consist wholly or
partly of profits or income arising in such other Contracting State.

Article 11
Interest

1 - Interest arising in a Contracting State and paid to a resident of the other
Contracting State may be taxed in that other Contracting State.

2 -However, such interest may also be taxed in the Contracting State in
which it arises and according to the laws of that Contracting State, but if
the beneficial owner of the interest is a resident of the other Contracting
State, the tax so charged shall not exceed ten per cent (10%) of the gross
amount of the interest.

-14-



(\'OA) .\b\.ﬂ‘:\:mu).ﬂs..\.eﬁﬂ

3 -Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (2), interest arising in a
Contracting State shall be taxable only in the other Contracting State if:

a - the interest is beneficially owned by the Government of that other
Contracting State, a political subdivision or local authority thereof,
or the central bank of that other Contracting State or any institution
wholly owned by that Government; or

b -the interest is beneficially owned by a resident of that other
Contracting State with respect to debt-claims guaranteed, insured
or indirectly financed by the Government of that other Contracting
State, a political subdivision or local authority thereof, or the central
bank of that other Contracting State or any institution wholly owned
by that Government.

4 -For the purposes of paragraph (3), the terms “the central bank™ and
“institution wholly owned by that Government” mean:

a - in the case of Japan:
1 - the Bank of Japan;
i1 - the Japan Bank for International Cooperation;
111 - the Japan International Cooperation Agency;
v - the Nippon Export and Investment Insurance; and

v - such other similar institution the capital of which is wholly
owned by the Government of Japan as may be agreed upon
from time to time between the Governments of the Contracting
States through an exchange of diplomatic notes; and

b - in the case of the Sultanate of Oman:
1 - the Central Bank of Oman;
11 - the State General Reserve Fund;
111 - the Omani Investment Fund;

1v - any retirement or pension fund organised under Omani laws;
and
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v - such other similar statutory body or institution wholly owned
by the Government of the Sultanate of Oman as may be agreed
upon from time to time between the Governments of the
Contracting States through an exchange of diplomatic notes.

5 -The term “interest” as used in this Article means income from debt-
claims of every kind, whether or not secured by mortgage and
whether or not carrying a right to participate in the debtor’s profits,
and in particular, income from government securities and income from
bonds or debentures, including premiums and prizes attaching to such
securities, bonds or debentures, and all other income that is subjected to
the same taxation treatment as income from money lent by the tax laws
of the Contracting State in which the income arises. Income dealt with
in Article (10) shall not be regarded as interest for the purposes of this
Agreement.

6 - The provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) shall not apply if the beneficial
owner of the interest, being a resident of a Contracting State, carries
on business in the other Contracting State in which the interest arises
through a permanent establishment situated therein, or performs in that
other Contracting State independent personal services from a fixed base
situated therein, and the debt-claim in respect of which the interest is
paid is effectively connected with such permanent establishment or
fixed base. In such case the provisions of Article (7) or (14), as the case
may be, shall apply.

7 - Interest shall be deemed to arise in a Contracting State when the payer
is a resident of that Contracting State. Where, however, the person
paying the interest, whether he is a resident of a Contracting State or
not, has in a Contracting State a permanent establishment or a fixed
base in connection with which the indebtedness on which the interest
is paid was incurred, and such interest is borne by such permanent
establishment or fixed base, then such interest shall be deemed to arise
in the Contracting State in which the permanent establishment or fixed
base is situated.
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8 - Where, by reason of a special relationship between the payer and the
beneficial owner or between both of them and some other person, the
amount of the interest, having regard to the debt-claim for which it is
paid, exceeds the amount which would have been agreed upon by the
payer and the beneficial owner in the absence of such relationship, the
provisions of this Article shall apply only to the last-mentioned amount.
In such case, the excess part of the payments shall remain taxable
according to the laws of each Contracting State, due regard being had
to the other provisions of this Agreement.

Article 12
Royalties

1- Royalties arising in a Contracting State and paid to a resident of the
other Contracting State may be taxed in that other Contracting State.

2 -However, such royalties may also be taxed in the Contracting State in
which they arise and according to the laws of that Contracting State,
but if the beneficial owner of the royalties is a resident of the other
Contracting State, the tax so charged shall not exceed ten per cent (10%)
of the gross amount of the royalties.

3 -The term “royalties” as used in this Article means payments of any
kind received as a consideration for the use of, or the right to use, any
copyright of literary, artistic or scientific work including cinematograph
films and films or tapes for radio or television broadcasting, any patent,
trade mark, design or model, plan, or secret formula or process, or
for the use of, or the right to use, industrial, commercial or scientific
equipment, or for information concerning industrial, commercial or
scientific experience.

4 -The provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) shall not apply if the beneficial
owner of the royalties, being a resident of a Contracting State, carries
on business in the other Contracting State in which the royalties arise
through a permanent establishment situated therein, or performs in that
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other Contracting State independent personal services from a fixed base
situated therein, and the right or property in respect of which the royalties
are paid is effectively connected with such permanent establishment or
fixed base. In such case the provisions of Article (7) or (14), as the case
may be, shall apply.

5 -Royalties shall be deemed to arise in a Contracting State when the payer
is a resident of that Contracting State. Where, however, the person
paying the royalties, whether he is a resident of a Contracting State or
not, has in a Contracting State a permanent establishment or a fixed base
in connection with which the liability to pay the royalties was incurred,
and such royalties are borne by such permanent establishment or fixed
base, then such royalties shall be deemed to arise in the Contracting
State in which the permanent establishment or fixed base is situated.

6 - Where, by reason of a special relationship between the payer and the
beneficial owner or between both of them and some other person, the
amount of the royalties, having regard to the use, right or information
for which they are paid, exceeds the amount which would have been
agreed upon by the payer and the beneficial owner in the absence of
such relationship, the provisions of this Article shall apply only to the
last-mentioned amount. In such case, the excess part of the payments
shall remain taxable according to the laws of each Contracting State,
due regard being had to the other provisions of this Agreement.

Article 13
Capital Gains

1- Gains derived by a resident of a Contracting State from the alienation of
immovable property referred to in Article (6) and situated in the other
Contracting State may be taxed in that other Contracting State.

2 - Gains derived by a resident of a Contracting State from the alienation
of shares or interests in a company, partnership or trust deriving at least
fifty per cent (50%) of the value of its property directly or indirectly from
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immovable property referred to in Article (6) and situated in the other
Contracting State may be taxed in that other Contracting State, unless
the relevant class of the shares or the interests is traded on a recognised
stock exchange and the resident and persons related or connected to that
resident own in the aggregate five per cent (5%) or less of that class of
the shares or the interests.

3 - Where

a - a Contracting State (including, for this purpose in the case of Japan,
the Deposit Insurance Corporation of Japan) provides, pursuant to
the laws or royal decisions of that Contracting State concerning
failure resolution involving imminent insolvency of financial
institutions, substantial financial assistance to a financial institution
that is a resident of that Contracting State, and

b -a resident of the other Contracting State acquires shares in the
financial institution from the first-mentioned Contracting State,

the first-mentioned Contracting State may tax gains derived by the
resident of the other Contracting State from the alienation of such
shares, provided that the alienation is made within five years from the
first date on which such financial assistance was provided.

4 - Gains from the alienation of any property, other than immovable property,
forming part of the business property of a permanent establishment
which an enterprise of a Contracting State has in the other Contracting
State or of any property, other than immovable property, pertaining to
a fixed base available to a resident of a Contracting State in the other
Contracting State for the purpose of performing independent personal
services, including such gains from the alienation of such a permanent
establishment (alone or with the whole enterprise) or of such a fixed
base, may be taxed in that other Contracting State.

5 - Gains derived by an enterprise of a Contracting State from the alienation
of ships or aircraft operated by that enterprise in international traffic or
any property, other than immovable property, pertaining to the operation
of such ships or aircraft shall be taxable only in that Contracting State.
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6 -Gains from the alienation of any property other than that referred to
in the preceding paragraphs of this Article shall be taxable only in the
Contracting State of which the alienator is a resident.

Article14
Independent Personal Services

1- Income derived by a resident of a Contracting State in respect of
professional services or other activities of an independent character
shall be taxable only in that Contracting State unless he has a fixed base
regularly available to him in the other Contracting State for the purpose
of performing his activities. If he has such a fixed base, the income
may be taxed in that other Contracting State but only so much of'it as is
attributable to that fixed base.

2 -The term “professional services” includes especially independent
scientific, literary, artistic, educational or teaching activities as well as
the independent activities of physicians, lawyers, engineers, architects,
dentists and accountants.

Article 15
Income from Employment

1- Subject to the provisions of Articles (16), (18) and (19), salaries, wages
and other similar remuneration derived by a resident of a Contracting
State inrespect of an employment shall be taxable only in that Contracting
State unless the employment is exercised in the other Contracting State.
If the employment is so exercised, such remuneration as is derived
therefrom may be taxed in that other Contracting State.

2 - Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1), remuneration derived
by a resident of a Contracting State in respect of an employment
exercised in the other Contracting State shall be taxable only in the
first-mentioned Contracting State if:

a - the recipient is present in that other Contracting State for a period
or periods not exceeding in the aggregate 183 days in any twelve
month period commencing or ending in the taxable year concerned;
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b -the remuneration is paid by, or on behalf of, an employer who is
not a resident of that other Contracting State; and

¢ - the remuneration is not borne by a permanent establishment or a
fixed base which the employer has in that other Contracting State.

3 -Notwithstanding the preceding provisions of this Article, remuneration
derived in respect of an employment exercised aboard a ship or aircraft
operated in international traffic by an enterprise of a Contracting State
may be taxed in that Contracting State.

Article 16
Directors’ Fees

Directors’ fees and other similar payments derived by a resident of a
Contracting State in his capacity as a member of the board of directors of
a company which is a resident of the other Contracting State may be taxed
in that other Contracting State.

Article 17
Artistes and Sportspersons

1 -Notwithstanding the provisions of Articles (14) and (15), income
derived by a resident of a Contracting State as an entertainer, such as a
theatre, motion picture, radio or television artiste, or a musician, or as a
sportsperson, from his personal activities as such exercised in the other
Contracting State, may be taxed in that other Contracting State.

2 - Where income in respect of personal activities exercised by an entertainer
or a sportsperson in his capacity as such accrues not to the entertainer
or sportsperson himself but to another person, that income may,
notwithstanding the provisions of Articles (7), (14) and (15), be taxed
in the Contracting State in which the activities of the entertainer or
sportsperson are exercised.

Article 18
Pensions
Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article (19), pensions and other
similar remuneration beneficially owned by a resident of a Contracting

State shall be taxable only in that Contracting State.
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Article 19
Government Service

1- a- Salaries, wages and other similar remuneration paid by a Contracting
State or a political subdivision or local authority thereof to an
individual in respect of services rendered to that Contracting State
or political subdivision or local authority shall be taxable only in that
Contracting State.

b -However, such salaries, wages and other similar remuneration
shall be taxable only in the other Contracting State if the services
are rendered in that other Contracting State and the individual is a
resident of that other Contracting State who:

1- is a national of that other Contracting State; or

i1 - did not become a resident of that other Contracting State solely
for the purpose of rendering the services.

2 - a - Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1), pensions and other
similar remuneration paid by, or out of funds to which contributions
are made or created by, a Contracting State or a political subdivision
or local authority thereof to an individual in respect of services
rendered to that Contracting State or political subdivision or local
authority shall be taxable only in that Contracting State.

b -However, such pensions and other similar remuneration shall be
taxable only in the other Contracting State if the individual is a
resident of, and a national of, that other Contracting State.

3 -The provisions of Articles (15), (16), (17) and (18) shall apply to salaries,
wages, pensions, and other similar remuneration in respect of services
rendered in connection with a business carried on by a Contracting State
or a political subdivision or local authority thereof.

Article 20
Students and Business Apprentices

Payments which a student or business apprentice who is or was immediately
before visiting a Contracting State a resident of the other Contracting

=VYV-



(\'OA) .\b\.ﬂ‘:\:mu).ﬂs..\.eﬁﬂ

State and who is present in the first-mentioned Contracting State solely
for the purpose of his education or training receives for the purpose of his
maintenance, education or training shall not be taxed in the first-mentioned
Contracting State, provided that such payments arise from sources outside
the first-mentioned Contracting State.

Article 21
Other Income

I -TItems of income beneficially owned by a resident of a Contracting
State, wherever arising, not dealt with in the foregoing Articles of this
Agreement (hereinafter referred to as “other income” in this Article)
shall be taxable only in that Contracting State.

2 -The provisions of paragraph (1) shall not apply to other income, other
than income from immovable property as defined in paragraph (2) of
Article (6), if the beneficial owner of such other income, being a resident
of a Contracting State, carries on business in the other Contracting
State through a permanent establishment situated therein, or performs
in that other Contracting State independent personal services from a
fixed base situated therein, and the right or property in respect of which
the other income is paid is effectively connected with such permanent
establishment or fixed base. In such case the provisions of Article (7) or
(14), as the case may be, shall apply.

3 - Where, by reason of a special relationship between the resident referred
to in paragraph (1) and the payer or between both of them and some
other person, the amount of other income exceeds the amount which
would have been agreed upon between them in the absence of such
relationship, the provisions of this Article shall apply only to the last-
mentioned amount. In such case, the excess part of the payments shall
remain taxable according to the laws of each Contracting State, due
regard being had to the other provisions of this Agreement.
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Article 22
Elimination of Double Taxation

1 - In the case of Japan, double taxation shall be eliminated as follows:
Subject to the provisions of the laws of Japan regarding the allowance
as a credit against Japanese tax of tax payable in any country other than
Japan, where a resident of Japan derives income from the Sultanate
of Oman which may be taxed in the Sultanate of Oman in accordance
with the provisions of this Agreement, the amount of the Omani tax
payable in respect of that income shall be allowed as a credit against the
Japanese tax imposed on that resident. The amount of credit, however,
shall not exceed that part of the Japanese tax which is appropriate to
that income.

2 -In the case of the Sultanate of Oman, double taxation shall be eliminated
as follows:

a - Where a resident of the Sultanate of Oman derives income which,
in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement, may be taxed
in Japan, the Sultanate of Oman shall allow as a deduction from
the Omani tax on the income of that resident an amount equal to
the Japanese tax paid in Japan whether directly or by withholding
at source. Such deduction shall not, however, exceed that part of
the Omani tax (as computed before the deduction is given) which
is attributable to the income which may be taxed in Japan.

b - Where, in accordance with any provisions of this Agreement,
income derived by a resident of the Sultanate of Oman is exempt
from tax in the Sultanate of Oman, the Sultanate of Oman may
nevertheless, in calculating the amount of tax on the remaining
income of such resident, take into account the exempted income.

Article 23
Non-Discrimination

1 -Nationals of a Contracting State shall not be subjected in the other
Contracting State to any taxation or any requirement connected there-
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with, which 1s other or more burdensome than the taxation and connected
requirements to which nationals of that other Contracting State in the
same circumstances, in particular with respect to residence, are or may
be subjected. The provisions of this paragraph shall, notwithstanding
the provisions of Article (1), also apply to persons who are not residents
of one or both of the Contracting States.

2 -The taxation on a permanent establishment which an enterprise of a
Contracting State has in the other Contracting State shall not be less
favourably levied in that other Contracting State than the taxation
levied on enterprises of that other Contracting State carrying on the
same activities. The provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed
as obliging a Contracting State to grant to residents of the other
Contracting State any personal allowances, reliefs and reductions for
taxation purposes on account of civil status or family responsibilities
which it grants to its own residents.

3 -Except where the provisions of paragraph (1) of Article(9), paragraph
(8) of Article (11), paragraph (6) of Article (12) or paragraph (3) of
Atrticle (21) apply, interest, royalties and other disbursements paid by an
enterprise of a Contracting State to a resident of the other Contracting
State shall, for the purposes of determining the taxable profits of such
enterprise, be deductible under the same conditions as if they had been
paid to a resident of the first-mentioned Contracting State.

4 - Enterprises of a Contracting State, the capital of which is wholly or
partly owned or controlled, directly or indirectly, by one or more
residents of the other Contracting State, shall not be subjected in the
first-mentioned Contracting State to any taxation or any requirement
connected therewith which is other or more burdensome than the
taxation and connected requirements to which other similar enterprises
of the first-mentioned Contracting State are or may be subjected.

5 -The provisions of this Article shall apply to taxes which are the subject
of this Agreement.
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Article 24
Mutual Agreement Procedure

1 - Where aperson considers that the actions of one or both of the Contracting
States result or will result for him in taxation not in accordance with
the provisions of this Agreement, he may, irrespective of the remedies
provided by the domestic law of those Contracting States, present his
case to the competent authority of the Contracting State of which he
is a resident or, if his case comes under paragraph (1) of Article (23),
to that of the Contracting State of which he is a national. The case
must be presented within three years from the first notification of the
action resulting in taxation not in accordance with the provisions of the
Agreement.

2 -The competent authority shall endeavour, if the objection appears to it
to be justified and if it is not itself able to arrive at a satisfactory solution,
to resolve the case by mutual agreement with the competent authority
of the other Contracting State, with a view to the avoidance of taxation
which is not in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement. Any
agreement reached shall be implemented notwithstanding any time
limits in the domestic law of the Contracting States.

3 -The competent authorities of the Contracting States shall endeavour to
resolve by mutual agreement any difficulties or doubts arising as to the
interpretation or application of this Agreement. They may also consult
together for the elimination of double taxation in cases not provided for
in the Agreement.

4 - The competent authorities of the Contracting States may communicate
with each other directly for the purpose of reaching an agreement in the
sense of the preceding paragraphs of this Article.

Article 25
Exchange of Information

1 - The competent authorities of the Contracting States shall exchange such
information as is foreseeably relevant for carrying out the provisions of
this Agreement or to the administration or enforcement of the domestic
laws concerning taxes of every kind and description imposed on behalf
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of the Contracting States, or of their political subdivisions or local
authorities, insofar as the taxation thereunder is not contrary to the
Agreement. The exchange of information is not restricted by Articles
(1) and (2).

2 - Any information received under paragraph (1) by a Contracting State
shall be treated as secret in the same manner as information obtained
under the domestic laws of that Contracting State and shall be disclosed
only to persons or authorities (including courts and administrative
bodies) concerned with the assessment or collection of, the enforcement
or prosecution in respect of, the determination of appeals in relation to
the taxes referred to in paragraph (1), or the oversight of the above. Such
persons or authorities shall use the information only for such purposes.
They may disclose the information in public court proceedings or in
judicial decisions.

3 -In no case shall the provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) be construed so
as to impose on a Contracting State the obligation:

a - to carry out administrative measures at variance with the laws and
administrative practice of that or of the other Contracting State;

b -to supply information which is not obtainable under the laws or
in the normal course of the administration of that or of the other
Contracting State;

¢ - to supply information which would disclose any trade, business,
industrial, commercial or professional secret or trade process, or
information the disclosure of which would be contrary to public

policy.
4 -If information is requested by a Contracting State in accordance
with this Article, the other Contracting State shall use its information
gathering measures to obtain the requested information, even though

that other Contracting State may not need such information for its own
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tax purposes. The obligation contained in the preceding sentence is
subject to the limitations of paragraph (3) but in no case shall such
limitations be construed to permit a Contracting State to decline to
supply information solely because it has no domestic interest in such

information.

5 - In no case shall the provisions of paragraph (3) be construed to permit
a Contracting State to decline to supply information solely because the
information is held by a bank, other financial institution, nominee or
person acting in an agency or a fiduciary capacity or because it relates

to ownership interests in a person.
Article 26
Members of Diplomatic Missions and Consular Posts

Nothing in this Agreement shall affect the fiscal privileges of members
of diplomatic missions or consular posts under the general rules of

international law or under the provisions of special agreements.
Article 27
Headings

The headings of the Articles of this Agreement are inserted for convenience

of reference only and shall not affect the interpretation of the Agreement.
Article 28
Entry into Force

1- Each of the Contracting States shall send through diplomatic channels to
the other the written notification confirming that its internal procedures
necessary for the entry into force of this Agreement have been completed.
This Agreement shall enter into force on the first day of the next month

following the date of receipt of the latter notification.
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2 - This Agreement shall be applicable:
a - in the case of Japan:

1 - with respect to taxes withheld at source, for amounts taxable
on or after 1 January in the calendar year next following that

in which the Agreement enters into force;

i1 - with respect to taxes on income which are not withheld at
source, as regards income for any taxable year beginning on
or after 1 January in the calendar year next following that in
which the Agreement enters into force; and

111 - with respect to other taxes, as regards taxes for any taxable
year beginning on or after 1 January in the calendar year next
following that in which the Agreement enters into force; and

b - in the case of the Sultanate of Oman:

1- 1n respect of taxes withheld at source, for amounts paid or
credited on or after 1 of January in the calendar year next
following the date on which this Agreement enters into force;
and

i1 - in respect of other taxes, for any tax year commencing on or
after 1 of January in the calendar year next following the date
on which this Agreement enters into force.

Article 29
Termination

This Agreement shall remain in force until terminated by a Contracting
State. Either Contracting State may terminate this Agreement, through
diplomatic channels, by giving written notice of termination at least six
months before the end of any calendar year beginning after the expiry of
five years from the date of entry into force of this Agreement. In such
event, this Agreement shall cease to have effect:
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a - in the case of Japan:

1- with respect to taxes withheld at source, for amounts taxable
on or after 1 January in the calendar year next following the
expiration of the six month period;

i1 - with respect to taxes on income which are not withheld at
source, as regards income for any taxable year beginning
on or after 1 January in the calendar year next following the
expiration of the six month period; and

111 - with respect to other taxes, as regards taxes for any taxable
year beginning on or after 1 January in the calendar year next
following the expiration of the six month period; and

b - in the case of the Sultanate of Oman:

1- in respect of taxes withheld at source, for amounts paid
or credited on or after 1 of January in the calendar year
immediately following that in which the notice of such
termination is given; and

i1 - in respect of other taxes, for any tax year commencing on or
after 1 of January in the calendar year immediately following
that in which the notice of such termination is given.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorised thereto by
their respective Governments, have signed this Agreement.

DONE in duplicate at Muscat this 9" of January 2014, in the Arabic,

Japanese and English languages, all three texts being equally authentic. In
case of divergence of interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

For the Government of the For the Government of Japan
Sultanate of Oman
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Protocol

At the signing of the Agreement between the Government of the Sultanate
of Oman and the Government of Japan for the Avoidance of Double
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with respect to Taxes on
Income (hereinafter referred to as “the Agreement”), the Government of
the Sultanate of Oman and the Government of Japan have agreed upon the

following provisions, which shall form an integral part of the Agreement.
1 - With reference to paragraph (1) of Article (2) of the Agreement:

The term “Omani tax” shall not include any amount which is payable in
respect of any default or omission in relation to the taxes to which the
Agreement applies or which represents a penalty imposed relating to
the taxes to which the Agreement applies.

2 -For the purposes of the Agreement:
It is understood that the term “resident of a Contracting State” includes
any ‘“statutory body”. The term ‘“statutory body” means a body
constituted under the royal decree of the Sultanate of Oman and wholly
owned by the Government of the Sultanate of Oman.

3 - With reference to paragraph (2) of Article (6) of the Agreement:
It is understood that the term “agriculture” shall include the breeding
and cultivation of fish.

4 - With reference to paragraph (3) of Article (7) of the Agreement:
It is understood that the provisions of that paragraph do not prevent
the Contracting State in which the permanent establishment is situated
from applying the provisions of laws and regulations of that Contracting
State relating to deductions when determining the taxable income of the

permanent establishment for the tax purposes of that Contracting State.

5 - With reference to Article (8) of the Agreement, it is understood that:
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a - interest on funds temporarily deposited in banks in connection with
the operation of ships or aircraft in international traffic shall be
regarded as profits from the operation of ships or aircraft referred
to in Article (8) and not as interest referred to in Article (11) of the
Agreement; and

b -profits from the operation of ships or aircraft in international traffic
shall include profits from:

1 - the rental of ships or aircraft on a full basis in international
traffic;

11 - the rental of ships or aircraft on a bare-boat basis, where such
rental 1s incidental to the operation of ships or aircraft in
international traffic;

ii1 - the use, maintenance or rental of containers (including trailers
and related equipment used for transport of containers),
where such use, maintenance or rental, as the case may be, is
incidental to the operation of ships or aircraft in international
traffic; and

v -the sale of tickets for international traffic on behalf of other
enterprises, where such sale is incidental to the operation of
ships or aircraft in international traffic.

6 - With reference to Articles (10), (11),(12),(13)and (21) of the Agreement:

It is understood that no relief shall be available under the provisions of
these Articles if the main purpose or one of the main purposes of any
person concerned with the creation or assignment of any shares, debt-
claims or other rights or properties in respect of which income arises
was to take advantage of these Articles by means of that creation or
assignment.

7 - With reference to Article (11) of the Agreement:

Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (2) of that Article, interest
arising in the Sultanate of Oman and beneficially owned by a pension
fund established under the laws of Japan shall be taxable only in Japan.

8 - With reference to paragraph (2) of Article (13) of the Agreement:
It is understood that the term “recognised stock exchange” means:
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a- any stock exchange established by a Financial Instruments Exchange
or an approved-type financial instruments firms association under
the Financial Instruments and Exchange Law (Law No. 25 of 1948)
of Japan;

b -the Muscat Securities Market of the Sultanate of Oman; and

¢ - any other stock exchange which the competent authorities of the
Contracting States agree to recognise for the purposes of that
paragraph.
9 - With reference to Article (16) of the Agreement:

It is understood that the term “a member of the board of directors of
a company” includes a member of the managerial board or any other
similar body of a company which is a resident of the Sultanate of
Oman as provided for in the relevant Omani laws.

10 - Nothing in the Agreement shall prevent Japan from imposing tax at
source, in accordance with its laws, on any income and gains derived
by a person pursuant to a silent partnership (Tokumei Kumiai) contract
or other similar contract.

11 - With reference to paragraph (5) of Article (25) of the Agreement:

A Contracting State may decline to supply information relating to
confidential communications between attorneys, solicitors or other
admitted legal representatives in their role as such and their clients
to the extent that the communications are protected from disclosure
under the domestic law of that Contracting State.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorised thereto by
their respective Governments, have signed this Protocol.

DONE in duplicate at Muscat this 9" of January 2014, in the Arabic,
Japanese and English languages, all three texts being equally authentic. In
case of divergence of interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

For the Government of the For the Government of Japan
Sultanate of Oman
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CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE
USE, STOCKPILING, PRODUCTION AND TRANSFER OF ANTI-
PERSONNEL MINES AND ON THEIR DESTRUCTION

Preamble

The States Parties,

Determined to put an end to the suffering and casualties caused by anti-personnel
mines, that kill or maim hundreds of people every week, mostly innocent and
defenceless civilians and especially children, obstruct economic development
and reconstruction, inhibit the repatriation of refugees and internally displaced

persons, and have other severe consequences for years after emplacement,

Believing it necessary to do their utmost to contribute in an efficient and coordinated
manner to face the challenge of removing anti-personnel mines placed throughout

the world, and to assure their destruction,

Wishing to do their utmost in providing assistance for the care and rehabilitation,

including the social and economic reintegration of mine victims,

Recognizing that a total ban of anti-personnel mines would also be an important

confidence-building measure,

Welcoming the adoption of the Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the
Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices, as amended on 3 May 1996,
annexed to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to
Have Indiscriminate Effects, and calling for the early ratification of this Protocol by

all States which have not yet done so,
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Welcoming also United Nations General Assembly Resolution 51/45 S of 10
December 1996 urging all States to pursue vigorously an effective, legally-binding
international agreement to ban the use, stockpiling, production and transfer of
anti-personnel landmines,

Welcoming furthermore the measures taken over the past years, both unilaterally
and multilaterally, aiming at prohibiting, restricting or suspending the use,

stockpiling, production and transfer of anti-personnel mines,

Stressing the role of public conscience in furthering the principles of humanity as
evidenced by the call for a total ban of anti-personnel mines and recognizing the
efforts to that end undertaken by the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement, the International Campaign to Ban Landmines and numerous other

non-governmental organizations around the world,

Recalling the Ottawa Declaration of 5 October 1996 and the Brussels Declaration
of 27 June 1997 urging the international community to negotiate an international
and legally binding agreement prohibiting the use, stockpiling, production and

transfer of anti-personnel mines,

Emphasizing the desirability of attracting the adherence of all States to this
Convention, and determined to work strenuously towards the promotion of its
universalization in all relevant fora including, inter alia, the United Nations, the
Conference on Disarmament, regional organizations, and groupings, and review
conferences of the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to

Have Indiscriminate Effects,
Basing themselves on the principle of international humanitarian law that the right

of the parties to an armed conflict to choose methods or means of warfare is not

unlimited, on the principle that prohibits the employment in armed conflicts of
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weapons, projectiles and materials and methods of warfare of a nature to cause
superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering and on the principle that a distinction

must be made between civilians and combatants,

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1
General obligations

1 - Each State Party undertakes never under any circumstances:
a - To use anti-personnel mines;
b - To develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stockpile, retain or transfer to
anyone, directly or indirectly, anti-personnel mines;
¢ - To assist, encourage or induce, in any way, anyone to engage in any activity
prohibited to a State Party under this Convention.

2 - Each State Party undertakes to destroy or ensure the destruction of all anti-

personnel mines in accordance with the provisions of this Convention.
Article 2
Definitions

1 - "Anti-personnel mine" means a mine designed to be exploded by the presence,
proximity or contact of a person and that will incapacitate, injure or kill one
or more persons. Mines designed to be detonated by the presence, proximity
or contact of a vehicle as opposed to a person, that are equipped with anti-
handling devices, are not considered anti-personnel mines as a result of being

so equipped.

2 - "Mine" means a munition designed to be placed under, on or near the ground
or other surface area and to be exploded by the presence, proximity or contact

of a person or a vehicle.
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3 - "Anti-handling device" means a device intended to protect a mine and which
is part of, linked to, attached to or placed under the mine and which activates
when an attempt is made to tamper with or otherwise intentionally disturb the

mine.

4 - "Transfer" involves, in addition to the physical movement of anti-personnel
mines into or from national territory, the transfer of title to and control over
the mines, but does not involve the transfer of territory containing emplaced

anti-personnel mines.

5 - "Mined area" means an area which is dangerous due to the presence or suspected

presence of mines.
Article 3
Exceptions

1 - Notwithstanding the general obligations under Article (1), the retention or
transfer of a number of anti-personnel mines for the development of and
training in mine detection, mine clearance, or mine destruction techniques is
permitted. The amount of such mines shall not exceed the minimum number

absolutely necessary for the above-mentioned purposes.
2 - The transfer of anti-personnel mines for the purpose of destruction is permitted.

Article 4
Destruction of stockpiled anti-personnel mines

Except as provided for in Article (3), each State Party undertakes to destroy or

ensure the destruction of all stockpiled anti-personnel mines it owns or possesses,

or that are under its jurisdiction or control, as soon as possible but not later than

four years after the entry into force of this Convention for that State Party.
Article 5

Destruction of anti-personnel mines in mined areas

1 - Each State Party undertakes to destroy or ensure the destruction of all anti-
personnel mines in mined areas under its jurisdiction or control, as soon as
possible but not later than ten years after the entry into force of this Convention
for that State Party.
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Each State Party shall make every effort to identify all areas under its jurisdiction
or control in which anti-personnel mines are known or suspected to be emplaced
and shall ensure as soon as possible that all anti-personnel mines in mined areas
under its jurisdiction or control are perimeter-marked, monitored and protected
by fencing or other means, to ensure the effective exclusion of civilians, until
all anti-personnel mines contained therein have been destroyed. The marking
shall at least be to the standards set out in the Protocol on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices, as amended
on 3 May 1996, annexed to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions
on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be

Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects.

If a State Party believes that it will be unable to destroy or ensure the destruction
of all anti-personnel mines referred to in paragraph (1) within that time period,
it may submit a request to a Meeting of the States Parties or a Review Conference
for an extension of the deadline for completing the destruction of such anti-

personnel mines, for a period of up to ten years.
Each request shall contain:
a - The duration of the proposed extension;
b - A detailed explanation of the reasons for the proposed extension, including:
i - The preparation and status of work conducted under national demining
programs;
ii - The financial and technical means available to the State Party for the
destruction of all the anti-personnel mines; and

iii - Circumstances which impede the ability of the State Party to destroy

all the anti-personnel mines in mined areas;

¢ - The humanitarian, social, economic, and environmental implications of the

extension; and
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d - Any other information relevant to the request for the proposed extension.

The Meeting of the States Parties or the Review Conference shall, taking into
consideration the factors contained in paragraph (4), assess the request and
decide by a majority of votes of States Parties present and voting whether to

grant the request for an extension period.

Such an extension may be renewed upon the submission of a new request in
accordance with paragraphs (3),(4) and (5) of this Article. In requesting a further
extension period a State Party shall submit relevant additional information on
what has been undertaken in the previous extension period pursuant to this

Article.

Article 6
International cooperation and assistance

In fulfilling its obligations under this Convention each State Party has the right
to seek and receive assistance, where feasible, from other States Parties to the

extent possible.

Each State Party undertakes to facilitate and shall have the right to participate
in the fullest possible exchange of equipment, material and scientific and
technological information concerning the implementation of this Convention.
The States Parties shall not impose undue restrictions on the provision of mine
clearance equipment and related technological information for humanitarian

purposes.

Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for the care and
rehabilitation, and social and economic reintegration, of mine victims and for
mine awareness programs. Such assistance may be provided, inter alia, through
the United Nations system, international, regional or national organizations
or institutions, the International Committee of the Red Cross, national Red
Cross and Red Crescent societies and their International Federation, non-

governmental organizations, or on a bilateral basis.
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Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for mine clearance
and related activities. Such assistance may be provided, inter alia, through the
United Nations system, international or regional organizations or institutions,
non-governmental organizations or institutions, or on a bilateral basis, or by
contributing to the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in

Mine Clearance, or other regional funds that deal with demining.

Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for the destruction

of stockpiled anti-personnel mines.

Each State Party undertakes to provide information to the database on mine
clearance established within the United Nations system, especially information
concerning various means and technologies of mine clearance, and lists of

experts, expert agencies or national points of contact on mine clearance.

States Parties may request the United Nations, regional organizations, other
States Parties or other competent intergovernmental or non-governmental fora
to assist its authorities in the elaboration of a national demining program to

determine, inter alia:
a - The extent and scope of the anti-personnel mine problem;

b - The financial, technological and human resources that are required for the

implementation of the program;

¢ - The estimated number of years necessary to destroy all anti-personnel
mines in mined areas under the jurisdiction or control of the concerned

State Party;

d - Mine awareness activities to reduce the incidence of mine-related injuries

or deaths;
e - Assistance to mine victims;

f - The relationship between the Government of the concerned State Party
and the relevant governmental, inter-governmental or non-governmental

entities that will work in the implementation of the program.
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8 - Each State Party giving and receiving assistance under the provisions of
this Article shall cooperate with a view to ensuring the full and prompt

implementation of agreed assistance programs.

Article 7
Transparency measures

1 - Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General of the United Nations as
soon as practicable, and in any event not later than (180) days after the entry

into force of this Convention for that State Party on:
a - The national implementation measures referred to in Article (9);

b - The total of all stockpiled anti-personnel mines owned or possessed by it,
or under its jurisdiction or control, to include a breakdown of the type,
quantity and, if possible, lot numbers of each type of anti-personnel mine
stockpiled;

c - To the extent possible, the location of all mined areas that contain, or are
suspected to contain, anti-personnel mines under its jurisdiction or control,
to include as much detail as possible regarding the type and quantity of
each type of anti-personnel mine in each mined area and when they were

emplaced;

d - The types, quantities and, if possible, lot numbers of all anti-personnel
mines retained or transferred for the development of and training in mine
detection, mine clearance or mine destruction techniques, or transferred
for the purpose of destruction, as well as the institutions authorized by a
State Party to retain or transfer anti-personnel mines, in accordance with
Article (3);

e - The status of programs for the conversion or de-commissioning of anti-
personnel mine production facilities;

f - The status of programs for the destruction of anti-personnel mines in
accordance with Articles (4) and (5), including details of the methods
which will be used in destruction, the location of all destruction sites and

the applicable safety and environmental standards to be observed;
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g - The types and quantities of all anti-personnel mines destroyed after the entry
into force of this Convention for that State Party, to include a breakdown of
the quantity of each type of anti-personnel mine destroyed, in accordance
with Articles (4) and (5), respectively, along with, if possible, the lot
numbers of each type of anti-personnel mine in the case of destruction in

accordance with Article (4);

h - The technical characteristics of each type of anti-personnel mine produced,
to the extent known, and those currently owned or possessed by a State
Party, giving, where reasonably possible, such categories of information
as may facilitate identification and clearance of anti-personnel mines; at a
minimum, this information shall include the dimensions, fusing, explosive
content, metallic content, colour photographs and other information which

may facilitate mine clearance; and
i - The measures taken to provide an immediate and effective warning to the
population in relation to all areas identified under paragraph (2) of Article (5).

2 - The information provided in accordance with this Article shall be updated by
the States Parties annually, covering the last calendar year, and reported to the

Secretary-General of the United Nations not later than 30 April of each year.

3 - The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit all such reports

received to the States Parties.

Article 8
Facilitation and clarification of compliance

1 - The States Parties agree to consult and cooperate with each other regarding
the implementation of the provisions of this Convention, and to work together
in a spirit of cooperation to facilitate compliance by States Parties with their

obligations under this Convention.

2 - If one or more States Parties wish to clarify and seek to resolve questions

relating to compliance with the provisions of this Convention by another State
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Party, it may submit, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, a
Request for Clarification of that matter to that State Party. Such a request shall
be accompanied by all appropriate information. Each State Party shall refrain
from unfounded Requests for Clarification, care being taken to avoid abuse. A
State Party that receives a Request for Clarification shall provide, through the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, within (28) days to the requesting

State Party all information which would assist in clarifying this matter.

If the requesting State Party does not receive a response through the Secretary-
General of the United Nations within that time period, or deems the response
to the Request for Clarification to be unsatisfactory, it may submit the matter
through the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the next Meeting of
the States Parties. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit
the submission, accompanied by all appropriate information pertaining to the
Request for Clarification, to all States Parties. All such information shall be

presented to the requested State Party which shall have the right to respond.

Pending the convening of any meeting of the States Parties, any of the States
Parties concerned may request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to

exercise his or her good offices to facilitate the clarification requested.

The requesting State Party may propose through the Secretary-General of
the United Nations the convening of a Special Meeting of the States Parties
to consider the matter. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
thereupon communicate this proposal and all information submitted by the
States Parties concerned, to all States Parties with a request that they indicate
whether they favour a Special Meeting of the States Parties, for the purpose of
considering the matter. In the event that within (14) days from the date of such
communication, at least one-third of the States Parties favours such a Special
Meeting, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall convene this Special
Meeting of the States Parties within a further (14) days. A quorum for this

Meeting shall consist of a majority of States Parties.
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The Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties, as
the case may be, shall first determine whether to consider the matter further,
taking into account all information submitted by the States Parties concerned.
The Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties
shall make every effort to reach a decision by consensus. If despite all efforts to
that end no agreement has been reached, it shall take this decision by a majority

of States Parties present and voting.

All States Parties shall cooperate fully with the Meeting of the States Parties or
the Special Meeting of the States Parties in the fulfilment of its review of the
matter, including any fact-finding missions that are authorized in accordance
with paragraph (8).

If further clarification is required, the Meeting of the States Parties or the Special
Meeting of the States Parties shall authorize a fact-finding mission and decide
on its mandate by a majority of States Parties present and voting. At any time
the requested State Party may invite a fact-finding mission to its territory. Such
a mission shall take place without a decision by a Meeting of the States Parties
or a Special Meeting of the States Parties to authorize such a mission. The
mission, consisting of up to (9) experts, designated and approved in accordance
with paragraphs (9) and (10), may collect additional information on the spot
or in other places directly related to the alleged compliance issue under the

jurisdiction or control of the requested State Party.

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall prepare and update a list of
the names, nationalities and other relevant data of qualified experts provided by
States Parties and communicate it to all States Parties. Any expert included on
this list shall be regarded as designated for all fact-finding missions unless a State
Party declares its non-acceptance in writing. In the event of non-acceptance,
the expert shall not participate in fact-finding missions on the territory or any
other place under the jurisdiction or control of the objecting State Party, if the
non-acceptance was declared prior to the appointment of the expert to such

missions.

-\¢¢-



(VroA) dualt daw p b1 Bu pont |

10 -

11 -

12

13 -

14 -

Upon receiving a request from the Meeting of the States Parties or a Special
Meeting of the States Parties, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall,
after consultations with the requested State Party, appoint the members of the
mission, including its leader. Nationals of States Parties requesting the fact-
finding mission or directly affected by it shall not be appointed to the mission.
The members of the fact-finding mission shall enjoy privileges and immunities
under Article (VI) of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the

United Nations, adopted on 13 February 1946.

Upon at least (72) hours notice, the members of the fact-finding mission shall
arrive in the territory of the requested State Party at the earliest opportunity.
The requested State Party shall take the necessary administrative measures to
receive, transport and accommodate the mission, and shall be responsible for
ensuring the security of the mission to the maximum extent possible while

they are on territory under its control.

Without prejudice to the sovereignty of the requested State Party, the fact-
finding mission may bring into the territory of the requested State Party the
necessary equipment which shall be used exclusively for gathering information
on the alleged compliance issue. Prior to its arrival, the mission will advise the
requested State Party of the equipment that it intends to utilize in the course
of its fact-finding mission.

The requested State Party shall make all efforts to ensure that the fact-finding
mission is given the opportunity to speak with all relevant persons who may
be able to provide information related to the alleged compliance issue.

The requested State Party shall grant access for the fact-finding mission to all
areas and installations under its control where facts relevant to the compliance
issue could be expected to be collected. This shall be subject to any arrangements

that the requested State Party considers necessary for:

a - The protection of sensitive equipment, information and areas;
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b - The protection of any constitutional obligations the requested State Party
may have with regard to proprietary rights, searches and seizures, or
other constitutional rights; or

¢ - The physical protection and safety of the members of the fact-finding

mission.

In the event that the requested State Party makes such arrangements, it shall
make every reasonable effort to demonstrate through alternative means its

compliance with this Convention.

The fact-finding mission may remain in the territory of the State Party
concerned for no more than (14) days, and at any particular site no more than

(7) days, unless otherwise agreed.

All information provided in confidence and not related to the subject matter

of the fact-finding mission shall be treated on a confidential basis.

The fact-finding mission shall report, through the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, to the Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of
the States Parties the results of its findings.

The Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties
shall consider all relevant information, including the report submitted by
the fact-finding mission, and may request the requested State Party to take
measures to address the compliance issue within a specified period of time.
The requested State Party shall report on all measures taken in response to this

request.

The Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties
may suggest to the States Parties concerned ways and means to further clarify or
resolve the matter under consideration, including the initiation of appropriate
procedures in conformity with international law. In circumstances where the
issue at hand is determined to be due to circumstances beyond the control
of the requested State Party, the Meeting of the States Parties or the Special
Meeting of the States Parties may recommend appropriate measures, including

the use of cooperative measures referred to in Article (6).
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20 - The Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties
shall make every effort to reach its decisions referred to in paragraphs (18) and
(19) by consensus, otherwise by a two-thirds majority of States Parties present

and voting.
Article 9
National implementation measures

Each State Party shall take all appropriate legal, administrative and other measures,
including the imposition of penal sanctions, to prevent and suppress any activity
prohibited to a State Party under this Convention undertaken by persons or on
territory under its jurisdiction or control.

Article 10
Settlement of disputes

1 - The States Parties shall consult and cooperate with each other to settle any
dispute that may arise with regard to the application or the interpretation of this
Convention. Each State Party may bring any such dispute before the Meeting of
the States Parties.

2 - The Meeting of the States Parties may contribute to the settlement of the dispute
by whatever means it deems appropriate, including offering its good offices,
calling upon the States parties to a dispute to start the settlement procedure of

their choice and recommending a time-limit for any agreed procedure.

3 - This Article is without prejudice to the provisions of this Convention on

facilitation and clarification of compliance.
Article 11
Meetings of the States Parties

1 - The States Parties shall meet regularly in order to consider any matter with

regard to the application or implementation of this Convention, including:
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a - The operation and status of this Convention;

b - Matters arising from the reports submitted under the provisions of this

Convention;
¢ - International cooperation and assistance in accordance with Article (6);
d - The development of technologies to clear anti-personnel mines;
e - Submissions of States Parties under Article (8); and
f - Decisions relating to submissions of States Parties as provided for in Article (5).

2 - The First Meeting of the States Parties shall be convened by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations within one year after the entry into force of
this Convention. The subsequent meetings shall be convened by the Secretary-

General of the United Nations annually until the first Review Conference.

3. Under the conditions set out in Article (8), the Secretary-General of the United

Nations shall convene a Special Meeting of the States Parties.

4 - States not parties to this Convention, as well as the United Nations, other
relevant international organizations or institutions, regional organizations, the
International Committee of the Red Cross and relevant non-governmental
organizations may be invited to attend these meetings as observers in accordance

with the agreed Rules of Procedure.
Article 12
Review Conferences

1 - A Review Conference shall be convened by the Secretary-General of the United
Nations five years after the entry into force of this Convention. Further Review
Conferences shall be convened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
if so requested by one or more States Parties, provided that the interval between
Review Conferences shall in no case be less than five years. All States Parties to

this Convention shall be invited to each Review Conference.

2 - The purpose of the Review Conference shall be:
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a - To review the operation and status of this Convention;

b - To consider the need for and the interval between further Meetings of the
States Parties referred to in paragraph (2) of Article (11);

¢ - To take decisions on submissions of States Parties as provided for in Article
(5); and

d - To adopt, if necessary, in its final report conclusions related to the
implementation of this Convention.

States not parties to this Convention, as well as the United Nations, other

relevant international organizations or institutions, regional organizations, the

International Committee of the Red Cross and relevant non-governmental
organizations may be invited to attend each Review Conference as observers in

accordance with the agreed Rules of Procedure.

Article 13
Amendments

At any time after the entry into force of this Convention any State Party may
propose amendments to this Convention. Any proposal for an amendment shall
be communicated to the Depositary, who shall circulate it to all States Parties
and shall seek their views on whether an Amendment Conference should be
convened to consider the proposal. If a majority of the States Parties notify the
Depositary no later than (30) days after its circulation that they support further
consideration of the proposal, the Depositary shall convene an Amendment

Conference to which all States Parties shall be invited.

States not parties to this Convention, as well as the United Nations, other
relevant international organizations or institutions, regional organizations, the
International Committee of the Red Cross and relevant non-governmental
organizations may be invited to attend each Amendment Conference as

observers in accordance with the agreed Rules of Procedure.
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The Amendment Conference shall be held immediately following a Meeting of
the States Parties or a Review Conference unless a majority of the States Parties

request that it be held earlier.

Any amendment to this Convention shall be adopted by a majority of two-
thirds of the States Parties present and voting at the Amendment Conference.
The Depositary shall communicate any amendment so adopted to the States

Parties.

5. An amendment to this Convention shall enter into force for all States Parties to

this Convention which have accepted it, upon the deposit with the Depositary
of instruments of acceptance by a majority of States Parties. Thereafter it shall
enter into force for any remaining State Party on the date of deposit of its

instrument of acceptance.
Article 14
Costs

The costs of the Meetings of the States Parties, the Special Meetings of the
States Parties, the Review Conferences and the Amendment Conferences
shall be borne by the States Parties and States not parties to this Convention
participating therein, in accordance with the United Nations scale of assessment

adjusted appropriately.

The costs incurred by the Secretary-General of the United Nations under
Articles (7) and (8) and the costs of any fact-finding mission shall be borne by
the States Parties in accordance with the United Nations scale of assessment

adjusted appropriately.
Article 15

Signature

This Convention, done at Oslo, Norway, on 18 September 1997, shall be open for

signature at Ottawa, Canada, by all States from 3 December 1997 until 4 December
1997, and at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 5 December 1997

until its entry into force.
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Article 16
Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession

1 - This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval of the

Signatories.
2 - It shall be open for accession by any State which has not signed the Convention.

3 - The instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be

deposited with the Depositary.
Article 17
Entry into force

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the sixth month after
the month in which the 40th instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or

accession has been deposited.

2. For any State which deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession after the date of the deposit of the 40th instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, this Convention shall enter into force on the
first day of the sixth month after the date on which that State has deposited its

instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.
Article 18
Provisional application

Any State may at the time of its ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,
declare that it will apply provisionally paragraph (1) of Article (1) of this Convention

pending its entry into force.
Article 19
Reservations

The Articles of this Convention shall not be subject to reservations.
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Article 20
Duration and withdrawal
This Convention shall be of unlimited duration.

Each State Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right
to withdraw from this Convention. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to
all other States Parties, to the Depositary and to the United Nations Security
Council. Such instrument of withdrawal shall include a full explanation of the

reasons motivating this withdrawal.

Such withdrawal shall only take effect six months after the receipt of the
instrument of withdrawal by the Depositary. If, however, on the expiry of that
six- month period, the withdrawing State Party is engaged in an armed conflict,
the withdrawal shall not take effect before the end of the armed conflict.

The withdrawal of a State Party from this Convention shall not in any way
affect the duty of States to continue fulfilling the obligations assumed under any

relevant rules of international law.
Article 21

Depositary

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is hereby designated as the Depositary

of this Convention.

Article 22

Authentic texts

The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French,

Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the

Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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